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In this talk we examine the genealogical relationship between the languages of the three
commonly recognized families of Caucasian languages, viz. Nakh-Daghestanian
(Northeast Caucasian), Adyghe-Abkhaz (Northwest Caucasian), and Kartvelian (South
Caucasian). There are a number of competing suggestions for the classification of
Caucasian languages both as concerns the highest levels and the levels of individual
subbranches (cf. among many others Korjakov 2006, Nikolaev & Starostin 1994, Nichols
2003, Schulze 1998). In our talk we concentrate on the mismatches between individual
classifications and compare them to the output of the ASJP World Language Tree of
Lexical Similarity (Miiller et al. 2010).

References

Korjakov, Ju. B. 2006. Atlas kavkazskikh jazykov s prilozheniem polnogo reestra jazykov.
Moskva: Piligrim.

Miiller, André, Seren Wichmann, Viveka Velupillai, Cecil H. Brown, Pamela Brown,
Sebastian Sauppe, Eric W. Holman, Dik Bakker, Johann-Mattis List, Dmitri
Egorov, Oleg Belyaev, Robert Mailhammer, Matthias Urban, Helen Geyer, and
Anthony Grant. 2010. ASJP World Language Tree of Lexical Similarity: Version
3 (July 2010).

Nichols, Johanna. 2003. The Nakh-Daghestanian consonant correspondences. In Tuite,
Kevin and Dee Ann Holisky (eds.), Current Trends in Caucasian, East European,
and Inner Asian Linguistics, Amsterdam: Benjamins, pp. 207-251.

Nikolayev, Sergei L., and Sergei A. Starostin. 1994. North Caucasian Etymological
Dictionary. Moscow: Asterisk Press.

Schulze; Wolfgang 1998. Person, Klasse, Kongruenz: Fragmente einer Kategorial-
typologie des einfachen Satzes in den ostkaukasischen Sprachen. Band 1: Die
Grundlagen. Miinchen: Lincom Europa.



